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Thundering Cuisine 
b Traveler 

urrrpIll That's the best way 
to describe the first Top 

Cats' Progressive Dinner. The 
food was fantastic, the weather 
was great, the ride was super, 
and, as always, the comaraderie 
was unequaled. For the thirty or 
so Top Cats who participated, 
you know what a great time we 
had. For the unfortunates, who 
couldn't make it, perhaps be-
cause of other commitments or 
their foreign bike wouldn't start, or 
they don't come to meetings, or 
they don't read 'ROAR", here is 
what you missed. 

Sunday morning we gathered at 
some park off of Dundee in Pala-
tine. The sun was shining and we 
socialized as usual, discussing 
bikes, babes or hunks, betting on 
when Virgo would get his next 
traffic ticket, or what Tiger could 
possibly do next to modify his 
bike. Dona, who was the Feast 
Master for this event, and Hook, 
who performed Road Captain 
duties, handed out directions and 
a red and white checkered, picnic 
tablecloth design bandana to 
each participant. 

After a couple of false starts at 
attempting a group picture, we 
finally snapped one, thanx to Liz-
ard who can make anything me-
chanical work correctly. With 
Hook and Dona in the lead, as 
Steppenwolf would put it, we 

The thundering noise of our 
departure was as much our 

stomachs growling as it was loud 
pipes. 

oGot our riir‘ 	, 

on tile hIghv4;ut,tQrs run° '"g0t 

hors' doues vr-Y...Lool(i01 
for 

	
out 

could eat„.% 	
or whatever we 

We had a great ride to our 
first stop in West Chicago. 

It was Jackie and Jim Hudmon's 
for appetizers. Plenty of food, 
easy parking, and a spacious 
deck to sit around and eat on. 
The only problem was, Jackie 
made such great appetizers that 
we all had a tendency to eat too 
much. 01' Road Captain Hook 
wasn't going to let that happen, 
though. With the authority of a 
Drill Sergeant and the diplomacy 
of a WalMart greeter, Hook kept 
everyone on schedule and on the 
right route. 
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COMMITTEE TOP CATS 
Activities: 
	

Brett Bacci 	847/457-3906 
Charity: 
	

Sandy Vernon 847/634-6402 

Communications: Rob Scholl 	847/398-6357 
Membership: 	Dona Tossing 	847/934-7234 
Meeting Programs This could be YOU! 
Products: 	This could be YOU! 
Public Relations: John Eliasik 	847/934-9045 
Roar Publisher: 

	
Karlen Sanberg 847/639-7442 

(E-mail address:) Hooney@aol.com  
Safety: 
	

Gary Wayman 847/297-4510 
Security: 	This could be YOU! 
Volunteer Coord. Virgo 	847/381-2767 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. Membership must consist of 
responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and 
other "Top Cats" of large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

The Bikers Who Mean Business! 

President: 

.....::, 	..,... 	.,..:),  

:,,,.:,„11:213i il •' 	• •• sFt • 	'• 	, 	" 	• 	 'i' 

Ric Case 
Pager: 708/276-7422 

847/363-1542 

Vice President: George "Gray Ghost" Lax 
E-Mail: elax@interaccess.com  

847/438-5236 

Treasurer: Dona Tossing 847/ 
934- 
7234 

Secretary: Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
Wkirkpa177@aol.com  

847/854-4137 

Founder: Carl "Virgo" Bender 
E-Mail: CarlBender@aol.com  - Pager: 

847/381-2767 
847/216 4444 

Past President: Rob "Mow-Man" Mann 
E-Mail: Rmann13@aol.com  - Pager: 

847-537-8989 
708-750-4644 

Director: Vic "Vinny" Wojtas 847/639-3470 

Director: Vince O'Leary 847/363-2520 

Director: Terry "Lizard" Kumro 847/ 
639- 
4009 

TOP CATS - ILLINOIS 
618 S. Northwest Highway - #2 

Barrington, IL 60010 

E-Mail: TopCatsUSA@aol.com  
http://www.geocities.com/WallStreet/3333  

or use our HOTLINE PHONE NUMBER: 

847/622-3501 
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Oh Man! Them's some good vittles! Participants of the First Annual Top Cats Progressive Dinner. 
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Darlity 
keernitbraaele/Den..,  

tal(e 	wcirld"naal make 
 Fire 811 °f  

explode into 
juns at once and' . 

‘wee..! 

O ff we go to Soup Land in Lake 
Zurich. Another great ride 

and we stop at Chris and George 
Lax's place for soup. Man, it just 
kept gettin' better! We were wel-
comed by a "Kawasaki Parking 
Only" sign tha we promptly 
crushed. Chris his a great selec-
tion of soups set qut on their spa-
cious back deck, complete with its 
own moat. No alligators, just a cute 
little puppy. The moat apparently 
keeps George hOme when Chris 
wants him there. With warm sun 
and a belly full of appetizers and 
soup, it seemed like a great time to 

relax, but N000000! Not with 
Hook around! This time we were 
ordered to fire up and get on the 

road. 

After another gorgeous ride, we 
arrived at Salad State Forest, 

which incidently, has the same 
address as Sandy and Bill Vernon's 
place. Ever wonder what it would 
be like to have all of the salad you 
could possibly ea f? Not only was 
the salad great, but Bills backyard 
is arboreutm quality and it was a 
super place to eat. Bill's garden on 
steroids is so neat that a couple of 
the brothers were going to ask him 

iI smoke eat/ metal and 

R I O 
with tkthunder.. 

d ttle fe 4 'e win
d 

 li t, ''g that I in undeg...N 

what it would cost to be buried 
there. Now, we're all chillin' when 
Drill Sergeant Hook demands that 
we all get going. (This guy is rap-
idly becoming a teal pain in my 

picnic a_! ) 

„cause You're a 	nature ?hild.  

you vienred i63rn  k born  bouurrl t° be wild ... " 
can —u so high... • 

Never g"na 

N ow it all became clear. The 
reason Hook was so bent on 

schedule was because he had to 
cook at the next stop -- his place! 
IT was the Main Meal Metropolis. 
Pig out time at Hook and Dona's 
'for the third time this year). It was 
a typical "Hook 'n' Dona" feast, with 
everything from hamburgers to 
steak and lobster (maybe you folks 
who missed it will show up next 
time for that free steak and lobster!) 
Now, can we kick back and rest? 
No way! Hook's in a hurry to hit the 
bricks again. It's probably his night 
to do the dishes! 

ta
p tne wolidg.einna make happe 

,yeah, Dattri, 

explode into spa uns 
at one and Fire all of Atli) 

ce...• 

a love embrace r...  
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Wow! What's that ahead? It's 
the final stop...Whip Cream 

City! It's dessert time at Sue and 
John Kahles'. Man, like we needed 
dessert by now! Personally, I was 
hoping that there wouldn't be a big 
selection of desserts. 
Nadda...Nyet...Nix...Unh, Unh! Sue 
had half of Candy land, Incorpo-
rated laid out for us. I mean, stuff 
that deserves names like 'Choco-
late Orgasm", 'Euphoria Cake", 
Oral Ecstasy" (that would be the 
food-type, guys), etc. Nobody 
could possibly go home without 
adjusting their shocks. If the Gov-
ernment know what a good time we 
were having, they would have 
made it illegal, or would have found 
a way to tax it! This was just a 
super way to end a fantastic day. 

oGot our 	

or 

410  

on 
 tile highvy tors 

rtinint...got 0in 
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douvrepdooKin for 	

ut 

could eat.. .4 %.. 	
vitlatever 

None of this could have happened 
had it not been for Dona Tossing 
and her band of angels; Jackie 
Hudmon, Chris Lax, Sandy Vernon, 
Sue Kahles, Kathy Citko and every-
one else who helped out. Ladies, I 
will tell you, coming from a bachelor 
whose big meal is usually a peanut 
butter sandwich, you made a fan-
tastic day for all of us. Your hard 
work was evidence that you care 
enough about your Top Cat broth-
ers and sisters to go to the effort to 
make our day fun. Ladies, we love 
you, and thank you! 

+ +  

" ,,,and „,811u I never wan, 

BOM 10 be wild:ia 
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RememRemem
ber to l  send your ideas, ber 
 observations, ques-

tions, complaints, jokes, pictures, 
home grown biker remedies, stories 
and any other biker related items to: 

Hooney@aol.com  
Or 

Karlen Sanberg 
9506 Cary Road 
Cary, IL 60013 

We'll includ4 everything 
that's &Ito print! 

duced Ric Case asi the new president 
Rob Mann, as outgbing president, intro-

along with the following new staff: 

♦ Vice Pres.: GeDrge "Gray Ghost" 
Lax 
Wayne 	"Traveler" • Secretary: 
Kirkpatrick 
Dona Tossing ♦ Treasurer: 
Terry "Lizard" Kumro ♦ Director: 
Vinbe O'Leary ♦ Director: 
Vic "Vinnie" Wojtas ♦ Director: 
Carl "Virgo" Bender ♦ Founder: 
Rob "Mow Man" Mann ♦ Past Pres: 

Ric Case presented Rob Mann with a 
plaque in appreciation of his 2 1/2 year 
service as President of Top Cats. 

Ric announced the new committee 
chairmen who gave the following re- 

ports: 

♦ Volunteer Committee: Carl Bender. 
"I WILL get volunteers!!!" 

♦ Charity Committee: Sandy Vernon. 
The '98 Pony Express Tour will ride 
through the 48 states next July / 
August. Sandy will ride a segment of 
it and will be soliciting our support. 
This ride will benefit breast cancer 
research through the Susan B. 
Koman Foundation so mark your 
riding calendar. More details to fol-
low. 

♦ Activities Committee: Brett Bacci. 
The Dukane Toy Run will start from 
Dunkin' Doughnuts on Dundee just 
east of Rand, Sunday 12 Oct 7:30 
am. Brett is looking for an overnight 
ride soon and his committee includes 
Rob Mann, Wayne Kirkpatrick, and 
Terry Kumro. 

♦ Communications: Robb Scholl. No 
report 

♦ Safety: Gary Wayman. No report 
♦ Programs: Vacant 
♦ Sergeant At Arms: Vacant 

Guests and new members included 
Larry and Marge McKay, Jamie 
Dumar, and Jim Heiland. 

Rob Mann read another NISRA 
thank - you letter and reinforced 
our commitment to this special 
group of super folks. 

The leather Top Cat patches are 
given to a member who recruits a 
new member. As of October, the 
patches will only be available 
through Mikey Trikey. When you 
earn the patch, Dona will reimburse 
you the $5.00 for the patch but you 
must pay Mikey if you want it 
sewed on. 

New membership cards are in the 
making with updated information on 
them. 

The Top Cat's Hotline for riding 
events, information on joining, and 
for input to ROAR is 847 622-3501. 



account resolution to the Treasurer 
for execution. 
The board agreed to approve reim-
bursing the President for the cost of 
the plaque awarded to the outgoing 
President. 
The meeting adjourned with board 
members left free to squabble and 
bitch among themselves. 
The Treasury b43nce is $1,190.72 

• • 4 
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You can call in and leave a mes-
sage about a ride you are doing or 
check on other riding events. The 
directions are so simple that, if you 
can't access it, you probably 
shouldn't be riding anyway. 

The 1998 Annual Top Cats Dinner 
is tentatively scheduled for March 
21, 1998. Details later. 

Congratulations to Jim Heiland who 
won $45.00 in the 50/50 drawing. 

Board Meeting 
The Board met with the following in 
attendance; Ric Case, George Lax, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Dona Tossing, 
Terry Kumro, Vince O'Leary, Carl 
Bender, Jordy Glasov. 

♦ New member candidates, voted on 
and approved for membership are: 
Jamie 	Dumar, 	John"Coach" 
Eliasik, Jim "Jughead" Heiland 

♦ The Treasurer will provide our Pub-
lisher, Karlen Sanberg with a cur-
rent membership roster and a cur-
rent mailing list. Once the member-
ship roster is updated, members 
will have the opportunity to re-
view/edit it before it is published in 
ROAR. 

♦ From now until the end of 1997, 
new members will pay a full year's 
dues but their membership will be 
good until the end of 1998. All 
1997 renewals will be due in Janu-
ary 1998 and new members, join-
ing in 1998, will pay dues prorated 
through the end of 1998. 

♦ The next ROAR will contain a list of 
members who have donated their 
twenty dollars for the NISRA Picnic 
and a list of who owes dues for this 
year. 

♦ George Lax and Terry Kumro vol-
unteered to run the 50 / 50 raffles 
at future meetings. 

♦ The board agreed to empower 
Karlen with the authority to publish, 
and edit, ROAR when Robb Scholl 
cannot be contacted. 

♦ Jordy Glasov provided the bank  
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 

Top Cats Need YOU! 

Top Cats - Illinois currently has openings for 
committee positions. These jobs will have a 
great impact on the quality of your clubl If 
you're interested, please contact Ric Case, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick or Karlen Sanberg. We'll 
make sure your interest is acknowledged. 
Thanks a mill 

Products: 
This member will seek out products (i.e., 
patches, coffee cups, mouse pads, etc.) 
that Top Cat members would like to have. 
The products person should be able to 
offer these "perks" to our members at the 
best possible price. 

Security: 
Our Security Officer won't have to bash 
heads or anything. The purpose of this 
position is to handle the $50/%50 giveaway 
each month. In addition, the Sergeant- at-
Arms will attempt to keep the peace during 
run-ins with the "bad guys." You'll also 
have to keep an eye on the scoots. 

Benefits: 
We should always be on the lookout for 
more member benefits. The annual dus of 
$50.00 was designed to subsidize our 
costs. However, in theory, we should wind 
up with more money left over which should 
be spent on additional member benefits. 
Currently, we have the following benefits 
that we offer members at no cost: 

Membership Card and Sew-on Patch 

Monthly Newsletter 

Monthly Meetings (forum for networking 
and camaraderie) 

Top Cats pin 

Annual Picnic 

Monthly Ride (during riding season, i.e. 
Group Tours) 

In addition, we'd like to offer these additional 
member benefits: 

Service Directory 

Discounts at stores 

Any other benefits the Committee Chairper-
son can come up with. 

Sign Up! Stick your two cents in! Or as 
my mother says, " You may not like it, 
but it's good for you!" 
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President's Corner... 
It is my intent to depart from my 
predecessor's topics about events 
and meetings, minutes, Treasurer's 
Report, etc. I am sure you are inter-
ested in this information, which will 
continue to be published in other 
sections of this newsletter. If I bore 
you, or when you complete this 
short topic, please skip to other 
articles and reports that may be of 
more interest to you. 

Ride Free 
by Ric Case 

On occasion, you may have heard 
me use this expression, especially 
when we are parting at the end of a 
ride. It has so many connotations. 

It means riding safely and accident-
free by paying attention to those 
obstacles around us, such as cars, 
traffic lights, stop signs, and always 
scanning four to twelve seconds 
ahead, and frequently checking 
your mirrors. It means knowing 
when to use avoidance maneuvers 
and when to apply the binders (re-
membering never to do both at the 
same time). Group riding also pro-
vides the safety of visibility by 
sheer mass and numbers. (Future 
articles will provide guidelines and 
rules for group rides). 

It means maintaining your bike 
properly so that you have an oppor-
tunity to ride trouble-free. 

It means enjoying the freedom of 
this great country we live in. The 
natural surrounding of the environ-
ment around us as we ride — it's 
beauty and magnificance. 

It means leaving your worries and 
problems behind you as you cruise 
down the open highway, potentially 

purging yourself of stress. I have 
discovered some of my best com-
munications and problem solving 
have occurred while riding. 

It means riding free of the influence 
of drugs and/or alcohol so that we 
can be alert to those previously 
mentioned items, Which reminds 
me of a saying I heard about flying 
private and commercial aircraft — it 
is hours and hours of enjoyment 
interrupted by moments of terror. 

It does not mean riding cost-free, 
as anyone who rides a Harley al-
ready knows. That applies whether 
the cost be in dollars and cents, 
time, or commitment and courtesy 
to others, or respecting our environ-
ment. 

I am sure that to some of you fellow 
riders, as well as your passengers, 
it has an additional special meaning 
also, and I encourage you to share 
your interpretation with all of us. 

So, whenever you hear the tag line 
Ride Free, take a moment to think 
of all the wonders in this great world 
in which we live, and what this ex-
pression portrays. 

Sincerely, 

Your Prez, "Ric" 

• 7"-$1. 
vr• 
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Oil Spots 
By 
Traveler 

Can't Get It Up? Vince O'LEARY 
asked an interesting question the other 
day. "Is there a proper or best tech-
nique to pick up a bike after you have 
dropped it? Research indicates three 
techniques: 

1.)Grab your knee and moan until 
someone else picks it up for you. 

2.) Pretend you are unconscious 
and pinned underneath it until someone 
else picks it up. 

3.) If the first two techniques don't 
work, and you are absolutely sure that 
you are OK and in a safe location, 
squat down with your butt to the tank, 
facing away from the bike, grab the 
hand grip that is underneath the bike 
with one hand and the frame, seat, 
fender, or whatever you can, with the 
other hand. Lean into the bike and lift 
it up with your legs. Done correctly, 
you should be able to get your bike 
upright with minimal strain. 
Thanx to Kathy Citko and Sandy 
Vernon for this tip. 

1998 Motorcycle Standards  Just in 
case you haven't realized yet, the mo-
torcycle industry is getting quieter and 
quieter with their exhaust noise stan-
dards. Not only aren't you hearing 
much about meeting federal standards, 
but listen to any stock 1998 bike. You'll 
notice a distinct change in sound. Way 
too quiet. 

Committee Reports.  We are starting 
to hear something from our committees 
regarding what they are planning for 
the upcoming year. Now is the time to 
talk to each chairman to get your ideas 
into their 1998 plans. 

1998 Planning Calendar  Look for a 
forthcoming Top Cat's Annual Planning 
Calendar. Ideally, we'll be able to pull 
this thing together to provide everyone 
with as much advance notice of events 
as we can. The calendar should reflect 
such events as our Fall Charity Ride, 
Sturgis, monthly Top Cat's rides, etc. 
All you'll have to do is pencil in your 
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important dates like anniversaries, oil 
changes, major services, and you'll 
have your riding act together! 

Racing Season Standings.  The 1997 
Motorcycle racing season is coming to 
a close and it looks like some of the 
winning manufacturers will be 
Kawasaki (Jeff Emig) taking the cham-
pionship in motocross, Harley -
Davidson (Scott Parker) in TT and Flat 
Track, and Honda, Kawasaki (Muzzy) 
and Ducati in road racing. 

Biker Culture 
A BWM rider rides on a warm day, 

in a light rain sprinkle in broad daylight 
on an easy winding low - traffic road 
and thinks... "Ain't this some great 
s !!" 

A Ducati rider rides in a steady rain 
at sunset on a road with a few curves 
and no traffic and says... "Boy, this is 
neat s !!" 

A Harley rider is out with only a T-
shirt in a thundering downpour, freezing 
and soaking wet, with intermittent hail, 
roaring winds, at night on a twisty, hilly, 
road filled with traffic and he 
yells..."YES! Gimme some more of this 
s !!!!" 

A Honda rider with windscreen and 
full fairing is riding with full, thermostat -
controlled, leathers on a beautiful, 
bright, calm day, on a straight and level 
country road with no traffic .He sees a 
cloud in the distance, through his full -
face helmet visor and screams... "Oh 
No! What kind of s is this?" 

After an accident, the colder the X-ray 
table, the more of your body is required 
on it. 

The only time you won't be alone when 
you ride is when you fall down. Every-
one will be watching. 

The problem with the foreign bike gene 
pool is that it needs a little chlorine. 

Old Japanese Proverb: To steal ideas 
from an inventor is illegal. To steal 
ideas from an American motorcycle 

manufacturer is research. 

Group Riding Philosophy: The sooner 
you fall behind, the more time you'll 
have to catch up. 

You never really learn to swear until 
you own a 	(foreign bike) 

For every modification you make to 
your bike, there is an equal and oppo-
site criticism. 

• 

SLIP SLIDIN' 
AWAY... 
By Traveler 

As anyone who has been caught 
out in the rain knows, TV and radio 
weathermen are lyin, scheming, 
evil, sadistic creatures who enjoy 
creating dangerous and 
hypothermic conditions. So...you 
better assume that sometime this 
riding season, the weatherman and 
his "ho", mother nature, are gonna 
getcha!! 

You can't eliminate the dangers of 
riding in conjunbtion with bad 
weather, but you can add a few 
techniques to your wet weather tool 
box that might enhance your safety 
and comfort. 

There are many types of weather 
conditions and you should be pre-
pared for every one of them. I have 
ridden in hail that left bruises, wind 
gusts that blew Me into the other 
lane, snow, sleet, and downpours at 
night. Stupid? Perhaps, but, while I 
never plan to ride in bad weather, I 
always plan for bad weather! 

■ Check the weather forecast at 
our point of origin, along your 
route, and at your destination. 

■ Learn how to recognize fronts. 
(OK, 	guys 	— weather 
fronts...not wet T-shirts) 

■ When you see weather moving 
in on you, get prepared for it 
before it hits. Stop, put on rain 
suits, helmets, etc. If you wait, 
you will get wet. Now, what 
good is a rain suit over soaked 
clothes? All it does is keep your 
body cold and wet. 

■ With most weather, you can 
anticipate wind, rain, drops in 
temperature, and reduced visi-
bility, all at once. If you are not, 
or cannot get prepared for it, 
pull of the road and wait it out. 
It's a whole lot more fun sitting 
in a restaurant ogling wait-
resses and lying to your friends 
than it is to practice being mis-
erable in the rain. 

OK, so you didn't pay attention to 
me and you waited too long to don 
your rain suit. Now you're soaked, 
uncomfortable and riding along 
freezing. You start to shiver and 
your attention drifts from your riding 
environment to your discomfort. 
You're cold, inattentive, and riding 
in dangerous conditions. Uncontrol-
lable shivering is one sign of hypo-
thermia, which is a health hazard. 
Yeah, people die from it. Riders 
have a higher chance of dying from 
weather-related accidents than they 
do from hypothermia. So if you're 
shivering...pull off and warm up. 
If you have a set of dry clothes, 
change into them. It just ain't worth 
gettin' a good scooter scratched up 
because the rider is cold, shivering 
and sluggish. 
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Visibility turns sour when it 
rains, sleets, hails or snows. Be 
alert to the fact that not only is 
yur visibility reduced, but other 
driver's visibility is reduced. 
neither you nor the cars and 
trucks that are out to splatter 
your brains across the highway 
is in good weather or can see 
as well. Increase your stopping 
distance and the space be-
tween you and other vehicles. 
A technique I DO NOT REC-
OMMEND is to follow a big 
semi when I'm riding in con-
gested traffic in the rain. Most 
vehicles wil see a big truck be-
fore they see a motorcycle. A 
bike can stop quicker than a big 
truck, but the danger involved 
here is that you get a lot of 
spray off the rear of a semi (un-
less you're close to it). If you 
ride too close, you won't be 
able to react to road hazards, 
such as pot holes, that you 
can't see due to the semi ob-
structing your view. Best option 
— pull off and wait it out. 

■ If you anticipate bad weather, 
prepare your scooter, and 
yourself, in advance. Check tire 
pressure to manufacturer's 
specs. Reduced tire pressure 
may increase raction for four-
wheelers, but it will severely 
effect a bike's handling charac-
teristics. Use Dry Wash or 
RainX on your windscreen, your 
helmet visor or eye protection, 
your mirrors, and your lights. 
These compounds will increase 
your overall visibility by causing 
the rain to bead and roll off of 
these surfaces more quickly. 
On lights, it will help keep them 
brighter by reducing the amount 
of road grime that accumulates 
from riding in the rain. In an 
emergency, you can reduce or 
prevent fogging of eye protec- 

tion or helmet visors by coating 
them with saliva or rubbing 
them with a cut raw potato. 

■ With wet roads comes reduced 
traction. Theobvious threat is 
the film of petroleum that will 
come to the read surface when 
the road first gets wet. A down-
pour is sometimes safer than a 
drizzle becaOse it will flush 
away most of this slick stuff. 
However, other hazards will 
replace it. Metal, such as man-
hole covers i railroad tracks, 
bridge expansion joints, and 
painted highway lines will also 
be slicker when wet. Be vigilant 
to rural roads where you may 
encounter dirt from tractor tires 
or barnyard drainage that turns 
slicker than a good sneeze with-
out a handkerchief. 

■ What does bad weather do to 
the performance of an engine? 
In princople, the cooler the tem-
perature, the denser the air. 
The denser the air, the more 
fuel mixture it will carry to the 
carburetors. More fuel to your 
carbs equals more horse-
power...in 	principle. 	More 
horsepower is NOT an advan-
tage when you have reduced 
traction due to wet roads. That 
rear wheel will want to take off 
sideways on you if you're not 
light on the throttle. 

■ Bad weather riding techniques 
are pretty simple — slow down. 
Reduce your speed in turns, be 
less aggressive in braking and 
accelerating, and watch out for 
wind gusts. To anticipate wind 
gusts, so you can lean into the 
wind to keep it erect (the bike, 
that is!), look for indicators. 
Flags, trees, diesel smoke from 
truck stacks, etc. will give you 
an indication Of wind direction 
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and speed. I used to ride with a 
guy who had a two-foot-long 
ponytail. When it was windy, 
you could always tell which way 
the wind was blowing and how 
strong it was by watching which 
way his ponytail pointed. Be 
alert to underpasses and other 
structures that will block thw 
eind for short distances. If you 
are leaning into a crosswind, 
you will have to stop leaning 
when you go through an under-
pass or you may over-correct 
and inadvertently change lanes. 
Not a life-prolonging maneuver. 

■ Choose your rain gear care-
fully. A nice black rain suit 
might be cool, but the dark 
color will recude your visual 
image to other drivers. Be care-
ful with any suit that has a 
hood. Hoods can reduce your 
peripheral vision. An ideal suit 
is highly visible with no restric-
tive hood, and highly reflective 
markings. Some riders wear a 
rain suit that fits snugly under 
their leathers. This prevents the 
suit from being a cumbersome 
hindrance to operating the 
scooter. Besides, good leather 
is waterproof anyway, so you'll 
still keep dry. Boots often get 
soaked before anything else, so 
waterproofing you boots is a 
good investment. In an emer-
gency, you can put ziplock 
bags, trash bags or the like 
over our socks to keep your 
feet dry. not a good idea to 
wear them all day long, though. 

■ Eye protection is a require-
ment in most state, and a smart 
idea anyway. Remember, bad 
weather brings darker skies. If 
you are wearing sunglasses 
when you encounter, have a 
set of clear lense eye protec-
tion to switch to. 
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■ Don't forget to waterproof your 
saddlebags. Some bags have 
a liner, while others may require 
the use of trash bags to keep 
the contents dry. Cut holes in 
large trash bags to make an 
emergency rain suit. DO NOT 
cut eyeholes in a trash bag and 
put it over your head, or I WILL 
TURN YOU INTO THE DMV! 

There are thousands of issues con-
cerning riding in adverse weather. 
Volumes could be written about the 
various dynamics of a bike and 
tricks to riding in the rain. I think it's 
pretty simple... you can be wet or 
you can be safe..but you can't be 
both. If you're ever in a situation 
where you hit bad weather and you 
start wondering whether or not to 
pull over and wait it out, don't hesi-
tate. Pull in the nearest restaurant 
and have something hot to drink. 
I'll buy! It's more convenient than 
attending a funeral. 

Safe Saddles. 

Who is this Masked 
Man? 

Hint Number 1: This person must be 
crazy. 

Hint Number 2: This person must be 
fearless. 

Hint Number 3: This person must be 
old...hence, the sepia 
tone photograph. 

Who is it? What bike is he on? What 
year? 

The answers will be revealed at the 
November Top Cats meeting. Any-
one else wishing to submit a "guess 
who" biker photograph can e-mail 
or hard copy mail to Karlen. The 
funnier the better! Originals will be 
returned. 
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